4.  EFFECTIVE LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS
Management and monitoring of time, relationships, students, and classrooms to enhance learning, including the ability to:

	
Standard
	Emerging, Applying, Integrating or Innovating
	Where and how did you meet this standard?  Write 1-2 sentences.
For 1/5 of these standards, provide supporting artifacts.

	a.  Engage students in meaningful learning experiences while maximizing the use of instructional time;
	Applying

Modifies the schedule and makes instructional decisions based on changing classroom dynamics.  Plans core lessons and activities that operate at multiple levels to meet needs of diverse learners.
	The schedule of my classroom the same everyday to provide a routine for students, but whenever needed, I modified this schedule to accommodate student needs, school assemblies, etc. All of my lesson plans are aimed at teaching students at multiple levels to allow different learners to learn at their own pace and in their own way. 

	b.  Structure the classroom environment to promote positive peer interactions and positive self-esteem, to ensure that each student is a valued participant in an inclusive learning community;
	Applying

Structures the classroom environment and learning activities to address the academic, social, and unique needs of diverse students within a safe, risk-free setting that features and values student work.  Exhibits consistent commitment to inclusion and differentiation of learning activities, as well as grouping for instruction to promote positive peer interactions and self-esteem among all students in the classroom.
	The classroom environment and activities I planned for students addressed social and academic needs on a daily basis. For example, the seating chart for the 8th grade plan was based on student needs: physically (instrument spacing), socially (sitting those who work together well next to one another) and academically (those who were struggling were put in better view of the conductor). A safe environment is key in all music rooms, and I made sure students knew that our room was a safe place to take risks and demonstrate their talents for the group. As for positive peer interactions and self-esteem, band is perfect for this because the band is one unit. I make sure students know that every individual contributes to the success of the band and every person has a positive role to play for the band. Everyone takes pride in his/her role in the ensemble. 

	c.  Construct a learning environment and grading process where both teacher and students have high expectations and mutually understand what is expected of each other to foster optimal achievement of all students;
	Applying
Organizes the learning environment to include an appropriate grading process and space for individual and cooperative learning activities that communicate high expectations and promote student achievement for all, by utilizing student interests and choices, question formation, and problem-solving activities that are meaningful.
	I work with every class, every day to foster a positive relationship with students that promote mutual respect and high expectation for behavior and performance. The grading process I use with most of my classes involves clear expectation presented before the assessment is given so student can prepare beforehand. Also, with every assessment, I let my students know that I am available to provide extra help before and after school so that all students maximize their potential. I want my students to succeed and instill in them a motivation to succeed. 

	d.  Design and implement a classroom management plan that utilizes respectful disciplinary techniques to ensure a safe and orderly learning environment, (e.g., instructional procedures utilizing the concepts presented in the SBE’s Positive Behavior Support policy, 2006) which is conducive to learning and takes into account diverse needs of individual students;
	Applying

Utilizing student and parent input, develops rubrics and explanations.  Determines and explains the rules to students and parents, and enforces them in a consistent and fair manner to meet the diverse needs of individual students.  Uses common sense problem solving to provide sufficient guidance, intervention, and discipline necessary to maintain student cooperation.  Approaches parents and administrators for guidance and support when confronted with difficult situations.
	All student and parent input is heard and taken into consideration when planning rubrics, rules and expectations for the classroom. Once I have created the rubrics and rules, I send fliers home to parents and let them know what is happening in the classroom and explain everything to students in class. While I understand different student needs, I also use common sense and problem solving to enforce discipline, rules and expectations in the most fair manner possible. I am very comfortable talking with other teachers, administrators and parents for support when dealing with situations that I may not be able to handle on my own. Especially when it come to behavioral issues that may also be happening outside of class, and academic issues that may come from special needs. This way parents and I are both equally informed in what specific students need to succeed  

	[bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK6]e.  Understand and uphold the legal and ethical responsibilities of teaching (e.g., federal and state laws and SBE policies pertaining to positive and effective learning environments, appropriate behavioral interventions, student retention, truancy, child abuse, safety, first aid, health, and communicable disease);
	Applying

Consistently upholds the legal and ethical responsibilities of teaching (e.g., federal and state laws and State Board of Education policies pertaining to positive and effective learning environments, appropriate behavioral interventions, student retention, truancy, child abuse, safety, first aid, health, and communicable disease);and adjusts instructional plans to meet the diverse needs of students in each assigned class.
	I consistently up hold my legal and ethical responsibilities as a teacher because I am in this profession for the students. Student’s health, well being, and education are my top and only priorities. I know that these federal and state laws are made for the child’s’ benefit and protection and I will always respect and uphold them. 

	f.  Use a variety of teaching methodologies and techniques (e.g., lectures, demonstrations, group discussions, cooperative learning, small-group activities, and technology-enhanced lessons), and objectively assess the effectiveness of various instructional approaches and teacher actions for impact on student learning; 
	Applying

Organizes and implements instruction using a variety of before, during, and after learning strategies that are designed to guide students through the learning process; engages students in cooperative and technology-based learning; stimulates student reflection on prior knowledge and links new ideas to already familiar ideas, making connections to student experience; provides opportunities for active engagement and testing of new ideas; and encourages students to assume responsibility for setting goals, making choices, and self-assessing. 
	The best way to describe how I meet and have met this standard in my teaching is through an example. I use before, during and after strategies a lot, especially with middle school bands. For example, with my 8th grade band before rehearsing a piece of music, I had the students look at a challenging rhythm on the board, take time to study it and then speak it. During the lesson I implemented the rhythm by practicing it in context of the piece. Then, after the lesson I had students find the rhythm in other songs and exercises from the book. I guided the students through a learning process that taught them new concepts/rhythms by playing on prior rhythmic knowledge and engaging students in fun, effective activities. The after of this example also tested students on the new idea from the lesson and was a good way for me to make some assessments on classroom learning.  



	g.  Establish a learning environment which invites/welcomes collaborative teaching practices; and
	Applying

Consistently considers advice from school/district professionals, or experiences of colleagues through professional development opportunities, to evaluate and choose materials or other resources that maximize student achievement and success.
	As a new teacher in the professional world, I am always actively seeking other professionals’ advice and professional development opportunities. I know I still have a lot to learn and will always be learning throughout my life as a teacher-learner. The more materials, resources and advice I can get to help me maximize student success, the better. I am always open and welcoming to collaborative teaching and learning. Especially after working in the Chelsea public schools when I had a mentor teacher who worked with a co-teacher all day. Having another professional to bounce ideas and advice off of was fabulous. 





	h.  Differentiate between assessment and evaluation procedures and use appropriately. 
	Applying

Consistently solicits and uses information about students’ experiences, learning behavior, needs, and progress, using informal formative assessments, criterion and/or norm-referenced tests, work sample analysis, etc.; interprets results accurately.  Evaluates the effect of lesson implementation for whole and small group lessons by collecting information through observation, unit tests, and performance assessments.  Meets in grade-level and curriculum teams to reflect on data from state-wide testing, under the guidance of a facilitator, to develop grade-level interventions.
	As a music teacher I was constantly assessing my students in everything that they did in class. I use work samples from in class worksheets, questions after every lesson, and whole unit reviews to assess my students’ performance and knowledge gained from my lessons. I made sure that I met state standards when doing so and assessed myself if students had a difficult time expressing what they learned during a lesson on unit. 



